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Hannah's Story

She was married to a man by the name of Elkanah and like many
other women across the world through the centuries, she really
struggled to conceive a child. Due to this, she felt unworthy as a
wife and as @ woman. Even so, her husband, Elkanah, still loved
her very much.

Hannah was a woman of deep spiritual devotion who understood
the power of prayer.

Yearly Hannah joined her husband Elkanah on a journey to Shiloh
to worship and sacrifice to the Lord.

Hannah was one of two wives. Elkanah’s other wife, Peninnah, was
blessed with children, and used this advcn’rcge fo antagonise Hannah.
This continued for several years; and eventually one year, Hannah
was so distraught when she up to the temple of the Lord to worship
Him, she could not even eat.

During this time, Hannah wept before the Lord, and she prayed with
all her heart. She asked God for baby boy, vowing to dedicate him fo
the work of the Lord, should she conceive.

El, the priest on duty in the house of the Lord noticed only her lips
moving, but heard no sound; so he thought she was infoxicated. She
exp|c|inec] to him that she was not drunk, but in fact heartbroken,
longing for a child.

Eli saw her pain, and prayed that God would grant her heart's desires.
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God's Hand in Hawnah's (ife

9} God heard Hannah's cries, so He blessed her with a giﬂ' of a son,

and she gave him the name Samuel.

¥ Hannah then dedicated Samuel to the service of the Lord as she
had committed to do.

% Therefore, after Samuel had been weaned, she broughi‘ him to
the temple of the Lord, and entrusted him to Eli.

% God saw Hannah's heart, and so He blessed her and Elkanah with

five more children ofter Samuel.

¥ Perhaps you too have been waiting for a breakthrough in your
own life. God never loses sight of any of His children because He
never stops loving you. He promises to strengthen you, as you
wait and put your hope in Him (see Isaiah 40:31).

You can read more about Hannah's story in the Bible, in T Samuel chapters T and 2.



